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(C)  Pol/Econ  Counselor  delivered  reftel  demarche  Nov.  24  to  MFA 
Director  General  for  Multilateral  Affairs  Julio  Martini  and  Deputy 
Director  Luis  Carranza.  Martini  and  Carranza  said  the  GOG  is 
sympathetic  to  USG  views  outlined  reftel  and  would  continue  to  be 
"supportive  of  Israel's  vital  interests."  However,  they  said,  some 
of  the  resolutions  treating  Palestinian  issues  have  been  repeated 
at  UNGA  year  after  year,  and  an  unspoken  consensus  has  emerged 
among  NAM  and  other  Third  World  countries  that  it  is  considered 
"good  form  not  to  oppose  these  resolutions."  As  a small  country, 
they  said,  Guatemala  cannot  afford  the  political  cost  that  voting 
against  the  three  Palestinian-exclusive  UN  institution  and  other 
resolutions  listed  reftel  would  entail.  Therefore,  Guatemala  would 
continue  its  policy  of  abstaining  in  order  to  be  as  helpful  as  it 
can  to  Israel  while  eschewing  the  political  costs  that  might 
accompany  outright  opposition. 
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